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bitten there by a snake. This is a strange content, with which
one hardly knows how to deal We could understand at
once why his heart ached, but that his heel also should ache
passes rational expectation. The patient was at a loss in the
face of this fact.
Here, then, we have a content that enters the unconscious
zone, in a singular manner from some deeper layer that is
no longer rationally explicable. The nearest analogue to this
dream is obviously the neurosis itself. When she rejected him
the girl gave him a wound that crippled him and made him sick.
Further analysis of the dream elicited something from the
previous history that now became clear to the patient for the
first time; he had been the darling of a somewhat hysterical
mother. She had sympathized with him, marvelled at him,
and humoured him in such an exaggerated way that he never
found his right place in school, where he became almost
effeminate. Then later, turning suddenly to the masculine
side he went .into the army, where he was able to cover his
inner weakness by a display of' manliness', Thus, in a way,
his mother too had lamed him.
Apparently what we are dealing with here is that same old
serpent that has always been the especial friend of Eve.
" And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and
thou shalt bruise his heel/' runs the saying in Genesis, which
accords with the much more ancient Egyptian hymn that
used to be chanted for the cure of snake-bites :—
" With age the mouth of God trembled,
His spittle fell to the earth,
And what he spat forth fell upon the ground,
Isis kneaded it with her hand
Together with the earth that was on it.
She made of it a venerable worm,
And fashioned it like a spear,
The living snake she wound not around her face,

